TED SAKAI
NEIL ABERCROMBIE INTERIM DIRECTOR
GOVERNOR
Martha Torney
Deputy Director

Administration

Max Otani
Deputy Director
Corrections

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

919 Ala Moana Boulevard, 4th Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Keith Kamita
Deputy Director
Law Enforcement

TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 1056, HD 1
RELATING TO
PUBLIC SAFETY
by
Ted Sakai, Interim Director
Department of Public Safety

House Committee on Judiciary
Representative Karl Rhoads, Chair
Representative Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair

Tuesday, February 12, 2013; 2:05 p.m.
State Capitol, Room 325

Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee:
The Department of Public Safety (PSD) has reviewed HB 1056, HD1, Relating to
Public Safety, which requires the Department to contract with a health and human services

provider to establish restorative reentry circle programs in correctional facilities statewide and

submits testimony in support of its passage.

A restorative reentry circle program was piloted at the Waiawa Correctional Facility
in March of 2005 and was relocated to its current location at the Women’s Community
Correctional Center in Kailua, Hawaii. The restorative reentry circle is a group process to
help offenders accept responsibility for their past criminal behavior and to prepare them for
reentry to the community.

PSD supports the purpose of HB 1056, HD1, as long as it does not impact the
Department’s established budget priorities.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS HB1056 HD1, which
expands the use of restorative reentry circles for pa‘ahao and victims seeking
reconciliation.

In 2010, OHA produced a comprehensive report detailing the disparate
treatment of Native Hawaiians in the criminal justice system. Since then, OHA has
administered the Native Hawaiian Justice Task Force (NHJTF), which was tasked by
the Legislature to address this multi-faceted issue. A copy of the NHJTF 2012
legislative report and related materials are available at:
www.oha.org/nativehawaiianjusticetaskforce.

This bill furthers recommendation F.1. of the NHJTF report: “The State
should recognize and support community and grassroots efforts that promote
indigenous cultural practice models demonstrated to be successful in Hawai‘i or
elsewhere.”

As written, the restorative reentry circles pilot project is a very specific type
of program. For some inmates, a specific culturally based restorative justice
program like ho‘oponopono may be more effective and that should be considered
when looking for a provider for these services.

In conclusion, there is a need for more re-entry and reintegration programs
for pa‘ahao, and this bill will help reach that goal. Therefore, OHA urges the
committee to PASS HB1056 HD1. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this
important measure.
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Re: Testimony of the ACLU of Hawaii in Support of H.B. 1056, HDI, Relating
to Public Safety

Dear Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee on Judiciary:

The ACLU of Hawaii supports H.B. 1056, HD1 and every effort to develop programs and
policies that are more cost-efficient and more effective at reducing recidivism than incarceration.
Every effort should be made to provide Hawaii’s inmates with the support and services they need
to become productive and responsible community members.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Laurie A. Temple

Staff Attorney and Legislative Program Director
ACLU of Hawaii

The ACLU has been the nation’s guardian of liberty since 1925 and the ACLU of Hawaii since
1965 and works daily in the courts, legislatures and communities to defend and preserve the
individual rights and liberties equally guaranteed to all by the Constitutions and laws of the
United States and Hawaii. The ACLU works to ensure that the government does not violate our
constitutional rights, including, but not limited to, freedom of speech, association and assembly,
[freedom of the press, freedom of religion, fair and equal treatment, and privacy. The ACLU
network of volunteers and staff works throughout the islands to defend these rights, often
advocating on behalf of minority groups that are the target of government discrimination. If the
rights of society’s most vulnerable members are denied, everyone’s rights are imperiled.

American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai'i
P.O. Box 3410

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801

T: 808-522-5900

F: 808-522-5909

E: office@acluhawaii.org
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